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Principal Mark McAneny mmcaneny@arlington.k12.ma.us

Bishop Weekly Update: May 23, 2019
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Tonight 5/23 (Thu) and 6/2: Arlington High School tours
5/27 (Mon): Memorial Day observed, Schools Closed

5/28 (Tues) - Principal Reads - Incoming Kindergarteners @ 1:30pm in the Bishop Gym
6/5 (Wed): Teacher and Staﬀ Tea
6/7 (Fri): Spirit (wear) Day
6/10 (Mon): Field Day, rain date 6/12
6/10 - 6/14 (Mon-Fri): Used Books Sale at the Library
6/12 (Wed): PTO Mee ng in the cafeteria
6/17 (Mon): Fi h Grade Recogni on
6/19 (Wed): Last Day of School! 11:30 dismissal (no lunch)
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

Memorial Day Message
Memorial Day (this Monday, May 27 - NO SCHOOL) honors Americans who died while defending the nation
and its values. It’s a day that allows us to remember our fallen heroes who put service before self. Memorial
Day is a United States federal holiday formerly known as Decoration Day. First enacted to honor Union and
Confederate soldiers following the American Civil War, it was extended after World War I to honor
Americans who have died in all wars.
I wish you all, a reflective Memorial Day as we remember and honor those we have lost defending our
nation.

Health Office, End-of-Year House Cleaning
Parents/Guardians: Please be advised that if your child has medication in the nurse's office, it will need to
be picked up prior to the last day of school. Any medication that is not picked up will be discarded (including
epi pens). Thank you for your assistance with this.
Nurse Martin

Library News
Please keep an eye out for Bishop library books at home as we will be requesting that all books are
returned by the end of the month. Our last checkouts will be the week of May 20-24.
We will be holding our Used Book Sale the week June 10-14th, so students can get a few more books in
hand before the summer (more to follow on the details as the date nears). If you have any books to donate,
we are happy to accept them at any time please just mark them as "donations" and leave them in the
library. In particular, we are always looking for older, elementary book donations.
As of the last few years, after we have completed our sale, we will take some of the remaining books and
donate them to one of two organizations. In the past, we have donated our extra books to help establish
small school libraries in the Philippines. This year we will also be supporting an effort by Arlington High
School students who are organizing a book drive for an African Library Project to help a Primary Community
Library in Pundo Kawiti, Kenya. For more information on the drive you can refer to the link
http://www.africanlibraryproject.org/book-drives/book-drives-in-action?alpdetail=1450.
Thank you,
Alison Vaishnaw and Justine Bloch

_____________________________
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS IN THE BISHOP GARDEN OVER
THE SUMMER MONTHS
The Bishop School garden is looking for summer garden volunteers! Sign up for a week (or more) and help
keep our students’ hard work thriving all summer long. Most importantly, we need help watering the garden

three times a week. No experience is necessary, but your knowledge is welcome to help with weeding and
monitoring for pests and disease.
Abigail Wolf, the Bishop School garden educator, will be offering two volunteer orientation sessions, on
Sunday, June 9 at 11 AM and on Friday June 14, right after dismissal. She’ll explain how to water
and show you around the garden: what’s growing in each bed, which crops are needed for
curriculum in the fall, and which are available for you to harvest as a thanks for your help.
Please sign up for a week in the garden over the summer by clicking on this LINK and contact Abigail at
abigail@homeharvest.biz with any questions and to RSVP for the orientation session of your choice

___________________________________
Important Kindergarten Dates to Note
Tuesday May 28th at 1:30 Child/Parent visit for incoming students
Friday, June 14th last day for current kindergarteners (full day)
Monday, June 17th and Tuesday, June 18th Screening of incoming kindergarteners
Detailed information related to incoming families will be sent out in the near future.
________________________________________________________________________________

Save the Date
Bishop’s Field Day
Monday, June 10th with a rain date of Wednesday, June 12th.
Bishop’s 5th Grade Recognition A Monday, June 17th @ 9:00am - Reception to follow

PTO NEWS
Thank You Bear Fair Organizers
A huge THANK YOU to Heather Mulcahy Breslau for organizing yet other Amazing Bear Fair! We had a great
turn out under warm, sunny skies and even the younger Bears were “volunteering” to be in the dunk tank.
Thanks also go to Courtney Zwirn, Lorie McBride, Christian Na, Jennifer Badua, Jennifer Davidson, Meghan
Bloch, Ramin Haghgooie, Margery Fiori, Amy Moyer, Tricia See, Meredith DiMola, Katie Stencik, MG King,
Ami Fatula, Anna Pisania for being such willing and effective station and event leads and to the hundreds of
volunteers, participants, and community supporters!

Sarah Eastman, outgoing PTO President

Bear Fair Silent Auction
The winners of Silent Auction items will be notified through emails, including how to pick up their prizes.

PTO Communications Coordinator
Looking for a rewarding way to join the Bishop Community? There is just one open position left on the PTO
Executive Board for the 2018/19 school year. Participation in the PTO board is a great way to get to know the
school, the staff, other families and the greater community. The current and outgoing board members would
be happy to talk to anyone interested to give you a feel for what is involved. Please email Elisa Komoni for
more information.

Final PTO Meeting of the School Year
Wednesday, 6/12 at 7:00 pm in the Bishop cafeteria
Come meet your new board members and learn how you can be involved! We will have a quick recap for the
year to wrap up this year’s activities.
🔼

UPCOMING PTO-SPONSORED EVENTS
Teacher & Staff Tea - an Elegant Tradition
Wednesday, 6/5
On Wed. June 5 the Bishop PTO will host an elegant Teacher & Staff Tea after school. This is a cherished
annual event to give the school staff a chance to socialize before summer. The Bishop Library tables are set
with table cloths, china, silverware, and flowers.
We could really use help with setup and clean up (parents do not attend the event), as well as loans of a few
items. Please consider helping out - sign up online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A044AAEA82D6-bishop

Here’s what we need:
●
●
●
●
●
●

setup assistance (12:00 - 1:30 or 1:45 - 2:45…okay to leave at 2:25 for student pickup)
clean up assistance (3:50 - 4:45 or 4:45 - 5:45…an option for working parents)
china teacups, saucers, & dessert plates (even 1 or 2 is helpful!)
teapots (large)
tea cozy
tiered pastry stands

Questions can be directed to Carrie Cross (cross_carrie@hotmail.com)
Letter from the Bear Fair Coordinator
Dear Bishop Families,

The 45th Annual Bishop Bear Fair is complete – and it was a wonderful day. We raised $20,000 to support our
enrichment efforts and teacher, staff and curriculum support at Bishop. Thank you for the support through
attendance; inviting friends and family; volunteering; donating to the Cake Walk, Bake Sale, Prize Table, Used
Goods Sale; helping your Bishop student sell raffle tickets; bidding on Silent Auction items; and more. The Bear
Fair would not be possible without you. The PTO is grateful for everyone’s participation.
It takes a lot of extra special help. Please thank these volunteers for going above and beyond to make
the day a success for our community.
★ Amy Moyer, Tricia See and all the Used Goods Sale volunteers – This endeavor takes masterful

★

★
★

★
★
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

★

organization and a lot of muscle over many days to make it a success. Thanks to Amy for her
continued dedication to this event which contributes 25% of our income on Bear Fair weekend.
Meredith DiMola who managed food concessions, coordinating the donation of La Victoria Burritos,
ordering pizza and fearlessly running the Cotton Candy machine. (It might be at her house…someone
should check.)
Christian Na for leading our Silent Auction solicitations in town and beyond. And taking awesome
drone footage of the Fair. If you have not seen, check out the PTO Facebook page.)
Courtney Zwirn and the Bishop teachers and staff for their work on, and donations to, the popular
Teacher/Staff Experiences for the Silent Auction. This is a much beloved part of the Bear Fair
experience.
Jenn Badua for her help in all things communication around the Fair – from posting online to placing
signs at area businesses and schools around town. She will literally take on any task with a smile!
Ryan Badua and Jenn Badua for their work tallying raffle tickets and helping with overall Bear Fair
management on Saturday.
Ramin Haghgooie, our new tarp maze master, who started set up at 2:30 p.m. on Friday and finished
by moonlight. This is a great tradition and we couldn’t keep it up without Ramin and his hearty crew of
parents and kids willing to sacrifice many hours for set-up and tear down.
Margery Fiore for fearlessly taking on the management of the games and learning the ropes (less
than 3 weeks before the Fair!)
Anna Pisania for help in soliciting volunteers and being a “runner” throughout the day to help with
anything that was needed.
Melissa King for smoothly running the Cake Walk for the first year.
Megan Bloch for making a Costco run for supplies for all concessions and for leading the drinks
station.
Lorie McBride for organizing the Bake Sale for the third year in a row.
Jen Davidson for leading the refreshing (and sticky) Slush station.
Katie Stencik for collecting and organizing the Prize Table so children can leave the Fair with
wonderful treasures.
Ami Fatula and Karin Moellering for managing the cash boxes, finances and reimbursement before,
during and after the Fair
Bishop Teachers and Staff for their support in the weeks leading up to the Bear Fair, as well as, the
teachers and staff who volunteered to sell tickets at the Bear Fair, donated to the Teacher & Staff
Silent Auction, and brought their families to enjoy this great community event.
Finally, Principal McAneny for his support throughout the planning process and for his help at set-up
and all day at the Bear Fair.

Congratulations to Timmy Badua for selling the most Super Raffle tickets and winning a Free Day at the Bear
Fair. And to Ms. Viveiros’ class and Ms. Allan’s class for selling the most tickets as a class (K-2; 3-5) and
winning in-school pizza parties!
We have many local businesses that provided donations to our Silent Auction or discounted their products and
services for the Bear Fair. We will post a list on the PTO web site in the coming week. Please thank these
businesses for their support of our school and community!

With sincere gratitude,

Heather Breslau, Bear Fair Coordinator

Enrichment Program Update
Wednesday, 5/29, 5th Grade
Theatre Espresso - Uprising on King Street
The 5th grade classes from Bishop and Stratton will gather in the Bishop gym for a performance by Theatre
Espresso. Students will learn about the circumstances that led to the Boston Massacre through a recreation of
the trial of Captain Preston (the British commanding officer of the British soldiers who fired upon and killed 5
colonist protests). In roles as jurors, students will explore the events of the Boston Massacre through the eyes
of ordinary men and women who were both shaped by, and instrumental in shaping, history.

Monday, 6/3, 5th Grade
Museum of Science Animal Adaptations
In two workshops, students will expand their understanding of biological adaptations by observing both skulls
and live animals. They will view live animals from different groups, place the animals in their correct classes,
and learn about specific adaptations each animal has developed. After observing the live animals, students will
engage in hands-on activities in which they examine particular skulls to determine how the animals may have
adapted.

Thursday, 6/6, Kindergarten
Discovery Museum Force and Motion
What makes an object move? Can we control the movement? Does the strength of a push or pull have an
effect? How about the direction of the push or pull? What happens when objects move past each other or
collide? Each kindergarten class will explore concepts of force and motion while interacting with a variety of
toys, balls and vehicles in an hour-long session.
🔼

STAFF SPOTLIGHT!
Each week we spotlight a member of the Bishop staff on the bulletin board outside the main office to get to
know them better. This week we have two staff members. Did you guess both of the last week’s staff?
STAFF OF THE WEEK:
Family: Wife
Birthday Month: October
Hobbies: football, running, weightlifting, watching all Boston sports teams
Pets: none
Favorite Book: War Room
Favorite Food: lasagna
Favorite Color: blue
Favorite Candy: Hershey bar
Favorite Vacation: Disney World
Favorite Music: Classic Rock
When I grow up . . . I want to be a P.E. Teacher.
STAFF OF THE WEEK:
Family: Mother

Birthday Month: December
Hobbies: golf, motorcycle riding, camping, beach vacations
Pets: cat
Favorite Book: Of Mice and Men
Favorite Food: turkey dinner
Favorite Color: green and brown
Favorite Candy: Snickers and Milky Way
Favorite Vacation: Aruba/Jamaica
Favorite Music: Reggae and Rock
When I grow up . . . I’m going to be old!!

From Last Newsletter:
Family: Husband (mailman in Arlington), four boys, two girls, four grandchildren
Birthday Month: December
Hobbies: baking, gardening, crafts, going on nature walks, cheering on the Patriots, Bruins, Spy Ponders, and
Tufts Football
Pets: none
Favorite Book: Blueberries for Sal
Favorite Food: Scones
Favorite Color: “Spy Ponder” Cardinal Red and Grey
Favorite Candy: Almond butter-crunch toffee
Favorite Vacation: Popponesset, Cape Cod
Favorite Music: Nat King Cole and Chicago
When I grow up . . . Before I grew up, I remember telling my best friend “I want to be a teacher and a Mom”!!
Answer: Kathy Roche, Teacher Assistant
From Last Newsletter:
Family: Husband, one son, one daughter
Birthday Month: December
Hobbies: reading, baking
Pets: two dogs
Favorite Book: The Secret Garden
Favorite Food: pizza
Favorite Color: pink
Favorite Candy: any chocolate
Favorite Vacation: beach
Favorite Music: Country, Luke Bryan
When I grow up . . . I want to own a dog shelter.
Answer: Brenda Rolfe, Learning Center Specialist
🔼

COMMUNITY NEWS
AHS Project Forum & Tours
Tonight 5/23 & 6/1 - AHS Tours
To help residents learn more about the AHS Building Project in advance
of the June 11 town-wide debt exclusion vote to pay for a new school,
the AHS Building Committee has scheduled the following events:
★ AHS Tours May 23, 7pm

★ AHS Tours June 2, 1pm
Take a peek at the proposed school in this virtual fly-through video of the project design and visit
www.ahsbuilding.org for more information.

Arlington Food Pantry Needs Your Help
Now through Wednesday, 5/29
Please help fill the bins in the front hallway at Bishop this month for this vital
community resource!
For May, we are asking Grade 1 families and everyone who would like to help to bring non-perishable items
between now and Wednesday, May 29. For a list of items the pantry is need of, please visit:
https://arlingtonfoodpantry.org/donate-food/
Thank you for your support!

Arlington Eats Market Is (Temporarily) Moving!
On June 1, the Arlington EATS Market temporarily moves to Saint John's Church (74
Pleasant Street, Arlington). We’ll be there for approximately two years.
Our hours are as follows:
• Donation drop-offs:

Tuesdays, 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. and
Wednesdays, 8:15 a.m. until 8:45 a.m. and 4:45 p.m. until 5:15 p.m.

• Distribution: Wednesdays, 9 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. until 7 p.m.
A big thank you to St. John’s—and the many community groups that also use the church—for their hospitality during
this transition.

The Cognitive Neuroscience Research at MGH
The Cognitive Neuroscience Group at the MGH Institute of Health Professions in
Boston is recruiting children between the ages of 8 and 12 years to participate in
research studies funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the
National Institute of Health.
Study 1. This is a longitudinal study that follows children over a period of 3 consecutive years. Our goal is to improve
understanding of learning in children. The study consists of 1 in-person visit (about 2.5 hours) per year for 3 years
(weekdays/weekends). During this visit, children play several games on the computer and complete several
language/memory tasks. The lab visit includes safe and noninvasive EEG recording. The day after the visit, kids
complete a quick follow-up task from a home/library computer. More information can be found at:
https://clinicaltrials.partners.org/study/feedback_learning
Study 2. The purpose of the study is to evaluate the learning patterns of children with typical and atypical language
development. The study will involve 2 visits to the lab at the MGH Institute of Health Professions. During this visit,
children play several games on the computer and complete several language/memory tasks. The lab visit includes
safe and noninvasive EEG recording. A visit will last about 3 hours. A week after the second lab visit your child will
be asked to complete follow up tasks on a home computer or a mobile device. We are looking for children who were
late to develop language, and who still receive services for language or learning difficulties. More information can be

found at: https://rally.partners.org/study/does_your_child_stru?
Payment is $60 for each in-person visit to the lab. We provide free all-day parking at the Navy Yard. Please
email us at cnglead@mghihp.edu or call us at (617) 643-4821 if you are interested or if you have any
questions.

Thank you!
Calais Larson and The LEAD Study Team
The Cognitive Neuroscience Group
MGH Institute of Health Professions
🔼

KEEP UP TO DATE
Bishop PTO Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/BishopPTO/
Websites:
Bishop School: https://bishopschool.net
Bishop PTO: http://www.bishopschoolpto.com/
Contact PTO Executive Board members:
Co-Presidents: Sarah Eastman (Senior) and Elisa Komoni (Junior)
Co-Treasurers: Ami Fatula (Senior) and Karin Moellering (Junior)
Fundraising Coordinator: Christian Na
Room Parent Coordinator: Laura Tikonoff
Communications Coordinator: Junko Nagano
Recording Secretary: Sheelagh Stirling

🔼
(back to PTO News)

