Principal Mark McAneny mmcaneny@arlington.k12.ma.us

Bishop Weekly Update: May 2, 2019
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Tomorrow 5/3 (Fri): Spirit (wear) Day
Saturday 5/4 (Sat): Annual Greg Wright Spring Cleaning
5/8(Wed): PTO Mee ng featuring Abigail Wolf from Home Harvest
5/9 (Thu): Annual Spring Choral Concert
5/10 & 5/17 (Fri): Used Goods Drop Offs

5/18 (Sat): BEAR FAIR, rain date 5/19
5/28 (Mon): Memorial Day observed, Schools Closed
6/5 (Wed): Teacher and Staﬀ Tea
6/10 (Mon): Field Day, rain date 6/12
6/17 (Mon): Fi h Grade Gradua on
6/19 (Wed): Last Day of School! 11:30 dismissal (no lunch)
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

Annual Greg Wright Bishop School Clean Up Day
Saturday, 5/4, 9 am - 12 pm
For adults and kids!
Please come for as much or as little time as you can to help improve
Bishop outdoors! Tools will be provided but please bring your own
gloves and any extra tools. Pizza will be provided! Children should be
accompanied by adults!
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Paint rocks for around Charlie's garden/Rock.
Create a perennial garden outside of the 4th/5th grade exit.
Mulch
Critter Proof the garden
Trash pick up
Replenish gravel around the Green Team Garden
Edging and weeding of gardens and trimming of bushes

The Bishop Garden is looking for a handy person with a portable drill/electric screwdriver to help install
several support brackets on a few garden beds. Please contact Laura Fuller (Laura.fuller3@gmail.com) if
you can help on Saturday, May 4 between 9am and noon.
Sign up is not required, but will help us with task planning and the pizza order.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4aafa72ca0f94-annual
Contact meredithdimola@gmail.com or text 617-458-1744 for additional information

Bishop’s Annual Chorus Concert Thursday, May 9th @ 9:00am in the Gym
Please note the format change for this event. Mr. MacFadden and our wonderful students will hold ONE
time for the chorus concert, starting at 9:00am. This event will run straight through until ALL grades have
performed. Kindergarten students will kick the show off, with the following grades singing in succession
1-5..
Parking will be limited on the side streets; I strongly encourage you to walk, bike, or carpool if willing and
able!

For logistical purposes, I ask that you wait until there is a natural transition before you get up to leave after
seeing your child(ren) perform.
Thank you; we look forward to seeing you Thursday!

Scoopermania festival
"You are invited to Arlington's fifth annual all-you-can-eat ice cream Scoopermania festival on Saturday,
May 18th (rain date May 19th) from 12-4PM on the Jefferson Cutter House Lawn (611 Mass. Ave)! The
event will include over 15 ice cream flavors from a variety of local ice cream businesses including Abilyn's
Frozen Bakery and Rancatore's, and ice cream topping donations from various other businesses as well. In
addition, the event will even feature a variety of fun lawn games along with live music from two AHS bands:
Error 404 and Gym Class! Entry to the ice cream buffet will cost $5 per kid and $7 per adult, and all
proceeds will go towards care and research at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston.
For months the members of the AHS Scoops Club have worked on this fundraiser to raise money to aid
cancer patients. On May 18th, we hope that we can bring the community together for both a fun ice cream
event, but also so we can raise awareness of and fight cancer, together. Scoopermania is a great time to
get together with friends and even hang out with family! All are welcome to attend! Thank you for your
support, and we hope to see you there!"
If you would send out this email with the flyer attached below, as well as allow this to be posted on Bishop's
monthly school newsletter, it would be greatly appreciated. And don't forget to stop by the event! I'll be
sending representatives from our clubs to speak further about our event and to hang up a few of these
flyers signs if that's okay with you. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.
Thank you so much!

Arlington High School’s National Honor Society
Dear Students and Families,
We are doing a collaboration with students from Arlington High School’s National Honor Society to raise
$500 and 1,000 books to help create a library in Pudno Kawiti, Kenya through the African Library Project.
This will be from May 1st to May 31st and we would love it if you could contribute new or gently-used books
or monetary donations to our collection boxes in the main lobby/library.
The school in Kenya has requested ⅔ of the books to be from the preschool-4th grade reading level and for
⅓ of the books to be from the 4th-8th grade reading level. Here are some book suggestions from the
organization:
● Baby board books
● Children’s picture books
● Children’s fiction and non-fiction
● Early readers
● BIG books
● Teacher's resource books for school libraries
● Children’s dictionaries/picture dictionaries
● Encyclopedias less than 15 years old
● Children’s encyclopedias/picture encyclopedias
● Children’s thesauruses
● Books with universal themes (friendships, animals, love)
● Children's books teaching life skills about health, hygiene, adolescence and careers
● Accurate up-to-date atlases
● Books about Africa or African-Americans
● Educational children's science and literary magazines in good condition
The organization recommends not donating the following kinds of books:

●
●
●
●

Books with lots of slang, which may be difficult for English learners to follow
Books for very young children that have many references to appliances and electronic gadgets.
Adult paperback romance novels
Books about United States or Canadian history or government (but DO SEND books about
African-Americans)
● Books about North American or religious holidays (Easter, Halloween, Christmas, 4th of July,
Thanksgiving, April Fools Day, Valentine’s Day, Chanukah, etc.)
● Books that evangelize or promote a particular religion
● Magazines except for children's educational magazines and National Geographics less than 5 years
old
Thank you so much in advance for your support and we hope you can help! If you would like more
information our website is:
http://www.africanlibraryproject.org/book-drives/book-drives-in-action?alpdetail=1450
Thank you,
AHS National Honor Society Community Service Committee

_________________________________________________
Bishop Class Placement
Class placement for the 2019-20 school year will begin in the coming weeks. This is an important process
for all of us and we know that working together as a community will help to make the best decisions for our
students. We would like to extend to you the opportunity to provide input in this process. You may do so by
submitting a letter to me by Friday, May 10th.
Please take the time to review the following class placement policy to help you understand our process. In
addition, this policy will outline how you can provide information to support and supplement this process.
Class Placement Policy
In making class placements for the following year, classroom teachers, guidance counselors, specialists,
special educators and administrators consider the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Academic needs of students
Social/Emotional needs of students
Teaching and learning styles
Gender balance
Existing models/programs within the building

Taking into account these variables, placement teams strive for heterogeneous, balanced classes. If
families believe that there are extenuating circumstance(s) that should be considered beyond those listed
above, they may submit a detailed, written description to Mark McAneny by May 10th. Only written
considerations received by May 10th will be considered in the placement process.
Submissions will be considered part of a rigorous class placement process at the Bishop School; however,
given the extensive time, effort, and expertise exercised by placement teams, decisions made by these
teams will be considered final.
NOTE: we are unable to honor requests for specific teachers. Submissions requesting specific
teachers will not be considered as part of the placement process. A submission does not guarantee
that the consideration will be granted.

Important Kindergarten Dates to Note
Wednesday, May 22nd at 8:30 New Student Orientation - Parent Only Event
Monday, May 20th and Thursday, May 23rd Parent/Teacher Conferences for current students
Tuesday May 28th at 1:30 Child/Parent visit for incoming students
Friday, June 14th last day for current kindergarteners (full day)
Monday, June 17th and Tuesday, June 18th Screening of incoming kindergarteners
Detailed information related to incoming families will be sent out in the near future.
________________________________________________________________________________

Spring Cleaning?
Please consider donating your children’s used clothing, shoes, and boots to Bishop School’s new Recess
Closet.
The Bishop Diversity and Inclusion Group (DIG), in partnership with the Bishop PTO, is establishing a
special closet across the hall from the nurse’s office that will be stocked with clothing items. By providing all
students with warm, clean, dry, and appropriately sized clothing, we can meet students’ physical needs and
maximize learning.
We Are Collecting:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Winter Coats, Spring/Fall Coats, and Rain Coats
Hats, Gloves, Mittens, and Scarves
Snow Pants
Pants & Jeans
Long-sleeve and short-sleeve shirts
Sweaters & Sweatshirts
New Packages of Socks
New Packages of Underwear
Clothing Storage Containers (i.e. plastic bins, shoe boxes)
Boots
Sneakers and Shoes

Please feel free to drop off donations of clean clothing at Ms. Bell’s classroom anytime. We are also
accepting checks made out to the Bishop PTO. Finally, we will be accepting donations during the Greg
Wright Clean-Up Day on Saturday, May 4 from 10-1.
Thank you in advance for your support! If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering to help

set-up and maintain the Recess Closet, please email the Bishop DIG at bishopdig@gmail.com.

Save the Date
Bishop’s Field Day
Monday, June 10th with a rain date of Wednesday, June 12th.
Bishop’s 5th Grade Recognition A Monday, June 17th @ 9:00am - Recep

on to follow

PTO NEWS
PTO Meeting
Wednesday, 5/8 @ 7:00 pm in the Bishop Library
This month’s PTO meeting will feature Abigail Wolf from Home Harvest, which helps us manage the Bishop
Garden, to discuss the future of the Bishop Garden and to facilitate summer plans. And, find out how YOU
can help the PTO next year . . . we will announce available board positions, committee leads, and other ways
to get involved to enhance Bishop student life.

Thank You Science Night Organizers
A huge thank you to Anna Pisania and team for organizing such a fabulous Science Night last night! So many
wonderful student projects, engaging demos, and an intense egg drop! Thanks too for all the parent and
teacher support - what an incredible Bishop community!
🔼

UPCOMING PTO-SPONSORED EVENTS

Science Night Rocked!
Bishop Science Night was quite the success this last Thursday!
Such a great turnout of student scientists explaining their experiments, an engaged audience following the live
demos and so much excitement for the egg drop by Principal McAneny!
THANK YOU to all the volunteers that helped to set up and clean up, lead demos, figure out the logistics and
support Science!
THANK YOU to all the volunteers for enabling our community to be able to
provide such great, educational and inspiring events to our students!

Special thanks to Rosemary Foster for her commitment to Science and for organizing this event the last few
years!
The 2019 Science Team,
Anna Pisania, Carine Robichon-Iyer, Tricia See

Enrichment Program Update
Wednesday, 5/29, 5th Grade
Theatre Espresso - Uprising on King Street
The 5th grade classes from Bishop and Stratton will gather in the Bishop gym for a performance by Theatre
Espresso. Students will learn about the circumstances that led to the Boston Massacre through a recreation of
the trial of Captain Preston (the British commanding officer of the British soldiers who fired upon and killed 5
colonist protests). In roles as jurors, students will explore the events of the Boston Massacre through the eyes
of ordinary men and women who were both shaped by, and instrumental in shaping, history.

Monday, 6/3, 5th Grade
Museum of Science Animal Adaptations
In two workshops, students will expand their understanding of biological adaptations by observing both skulls
and live animals. They will view live animals from different groups, place the animals in their correct classes,
and learn about specific adaptations each animal has developed. After observing the live animals, students will
engage in hands-on activities in which they examine particular skulls to determine how the animals may have
adapted.

Thursday, 6/6, Kindergarten
Discovery Museum Force and Motion
What makes an object move? Can we control the movement? Does the strength of a push or pull have an
effect? How about the direction of the push or pull? What happens when objects move past each other or
collide? Each kindergarten class will explore concepts of force and motion while interacting with a variety of
toys, balls and vehicles in an hour-long session.

BEAR FAIR IS COMING!
The Bear Fair Is Saturday 5/18
Bishop Building Ground Level and the School Grounds, 10am - 3pm
Please join the Bishop Community for this great family tradition – celebrating its
45th year!
See the Bishop Fields transformed with Games, Bounce Houses, the Famous Tarp Maze, Cake Walk, Used
Goods Sale, Silent Auction, Super Raffle, Face Painting and…a DUNK TANK! Plus, all the Food, Drinks,
Cotton Candy, Slush and other baked goods to make your spring Saturday awesome!
The Bishop PTO kindly asks all parents to donate at least one hour of your time to help before, during or at
the close of the Bear Fair. Please visit the Bear Fair Volunteer Site for your classroom assignment and
volunteer sign-up links. There are other needs for staffing and supporting the Bear Fair so if you can help in
other ways, please don’t be shy about asking.
Any questions? Contact Heather Breslau at heather.breslau@gmail.com
NOTE: Rain date is Sunday, 5/19

Bear Fair Silent Auction Items
We are accepting donations for the Silent Auction at the Bear Fair (May 18th!). If you have any valuable items
or services that might generate some fun bidding wars, we would love to include them in the Silent Auction. It is
a simple way to promote your business while supporting the Bishop community. And remember, the value of
the item/service would be tax deductible!
For questions and suggestions, please contact Christian Na at christian.na@icloud.com

Bishop School Used Goods Drop-Offs:
Friday, 5/10, 2:45- 6 pm
Friday, 5/17, 2:45- 6 pm
Start your spring cleaning and donate your quality used goods to the Bishop Bear Fair's Used Goods Sale. We
will accept donations of Books, Sporting Goods & Gear, Toys & Games, Baby Gear, Bicycles, Arts &
Crafts, Household Goods, Knick-Knacks, and Jewelry. Bikes, trikes and strollers heartily welcome! Items
need to be clean and in good condition. All donations will be sold at the Bishop Bear Fair Used Goods Sale on
May 18 (except for clothing and stuffed animals, which will be recycled in the Bishop School Textile Recycling
Bin). High value items will be sold on the Bishop School PTO’s eBay site.
How To Donate Used Goods!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Sort your stuff (Toys, Games, Household, Kitchen, Baby, Books, Random Stuff, etc)
Box your stuff (Use boxes, not bags, so we can stack them in storage)
Label your boxes by category
Bring your boxes to the Drop-Off
Bring large items “as is” (ie bikes, strollers, small furniture, etc)
Get a donation tax receipt from the Used Goods Team!

Thank you for your Used Goods donations!
Donation tax receipts provided. All proceeds from the Bishop School Used Goods Sale benefit the Bishop School PTO, a
non-profit organization. The Bishop School PTO funds enrichment, grants, library books and teacher supplies for the
Bishop School.

Have any Used Goods questions? Contact Amy Moyer at aewilliams@hotmail.com
Used Goods Sale Volunteers get to shop early at a discounted rate! Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4ca8af2da57-sat

Donations for the Bear Fair Prize Table
Kids earn prize tickets playing games at the Bear Fair that they can redeem for prizes. Do you have extra or left
over party favors? Do you have new (or hardly used) toys that your kids never played with? Consider donating
these items for the Prize Table at the Bear Fair. We are looking for small, medium and large new prizes for
boys and girls to redeem their game tickets. The age range is from preschool (4) to middle school (13+).
Starting tomorrow, there is a bin labeled Bishop Bear Fair Prizes in the school lobby. Please consider
donating. If you have any questions about prize donations, please contact Katie Stencik at

kastencik@gmail.com.

For Sale: Bear Fair raffle tickets
A big part of the money raised from the annual Bear Fair comes from the Super Raffle.
We ask that each Bishop student sells at least 5 raffle tickets to family, friends and neighbors. These tickets
went home in backpack mail before vacation and extras are available in the school office. Each raffle ticket
sells for $2. Three raffle winners are selected at the Bear Fair on May 18 and have the chance to win prizes
such as: a Nintendo Switch, Red Sox tickets and Revolution tickets.
SOLD tickets and proceeds need to be returned to the Bishop office by the end of school on Thursday, May
16 to be counted for the prizes for ticket sellers.
The student who sells the most raffle tickets WINS A FREE DAY AT THE BEAR FAIR! (Note: This is an
individual prize. Students cannot group their sales to win.)
The K-2 class and the grade 3-5 class that sells the most raffle tickets in total wins a CLASS PIZZA PARTY.
🔼

STAFF SPOTLIGHT!
Each week we spotlight a member of the Bishop staff on the bulletin board outside the main office to get to
know them better. Did you guess the last week’s staff?
STAFF OF THE WEEK:
Family: one boy, one girl
Birthday Month: December
Hobbies: reading, art, quilting, nature journal, ink/watercolor, movies, museums, walking
Pets: none
Favorite Book: I LOVE to read!!
Favorite Food: apple crisp
Favorite Color: blues and greens
Favorite Candy: M&Ms, Junior Mints
Favorite Vacation: hiking in Oregon and Switzerland
Favorite Music: world/ethnic, folk, classical
When I grow up . . . I want to make more time for creative pursuits.
From Last Newsletter:
Family: Husband, two girls, one boy
Birthday Month: November
Hobbies: yoga, gardening
Pets: cat
Favorite Book: A Man Called Ove
Favorite Food: Doritos
Favorite Color: blue
Favorite Candy: dark, dark chocolate
Favorite Vacation: Vermont
Favorite Music: Brandi Carlile, K.D. Lang
When I grow up . . . I will be organized!
Answer: Anne Hess-Mahan, Fifth Grade Teacher

🔼

COMMUNITY NEWS
Arlington Food Pantry Needs Your Help
Now through Wednesday, 5/29
Please help fill the bins in the front hallway at Bishop this month for this vital
community resource!
For May, we are asking Grade 1 families and everyone who would like to help to
bring non-perishable items between now and Wednesday, May 29. For a list of items the pantry is need of,
please visit: https://arlingtonfoodpantry.org/donate-food/
Thank you for your support!

Donations needed for Arlington EATS snacks
We are going through a VERY high number of EATS snacks in the cafeteria and would
welcome donations to help keep up with the volume.
Please remember to send a daily snack with your child if your family is able to do so. Please encourage your
child to eat what you send from home and check in with them to see if they may need a bigger snack. EATS
snacks are available for any child who needs a snack, including those who occasionally forget to bring one from
home, but are not intended to replace or supplement daily snacks families are sending from home.
Donations of the following items can be brought in to the bin in the Bishop Lobby any time:
❖ Rice Chex, Wheat Thins, Cheerios (these brands only please as they are approved by town nurse)
❖ Fruit cups or applesauce cups - unsweetened or naturally sweetened only please
❖ Single-serve boxes of Craisins
We also welcome the help of families or groups who would like to pack up a week's worth--or more-- of snacks.
If you have questions or would like information contact Skye at skyestewart33@gmail.com.

Guiding Good Choices Transitioning to Middle School (Spring Session)
For parents and caregivers of students (Grades 5 and 6 only)
Tuesday Nights (May 7, 14, 21, June 4 and 11) from 6:30-8:30 pm
Whittemore Robbins House, 670R Mass Ave
This workshop offers proven techniques and effective tools to help parents:
● Improve communication with their children.
● Develop healthy family values and behavioral expectations.
● Control and express anger constructively.
● Strengthen family bonds and trust.
● Prevent children from engaging in substance abuse and other risky behaviors.
Participation is free but REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. Please register via email:
kkoretsky@town.arlington.ma.us

K ~ 12 Town Wide Art Exhibit
Arlington Town Hall, 5/2 ~ 5/22
The 2019 K-12 Town Hall Art Exhibit opens on the second floor of the Arlington Town Hall on May 2. Over 200
selected student artworks reveal a rich variety of media, themes, and student learning goals, showcasing our
Visual Arts curriculum. The Exhibit can be viewed weekdays during Town Hall hours which are
Monday-Wednesday, 8:00 am–4:00 pm, Thursday, 8:00 am–7:00 pm, and Friday, 8:00 am–noon. The free
closing reception for the student artists and their teachers is set for May 22 from 4:30-6:30 pm and is open to
the public.

Vote for AHS and Community Future
5/21 - Community Forum; 6/11 - Town Wide Vote
On April 29 Town Meeting overwhelmingly approved the
appropriation of funds for the new high school with a vote of 208 to
10. The next crucial step in the process is the town-wide debt
exclusion vote on June 11 to pay for the school.
Take a peek at the proposed school in this virtual fly-through video of the project design that was shared with
Town Meeting.
You are all invited to attend the next Community Forum on the project on Tuesday, 5/21, 7-9 PM, Arlington
Town Hall
At the town meeting vote, AHS Building Committee chair Jeff Thielman remarked,“Town Meeting’s enthusiastic
endorsement of the new school supports our belief that this is the best educational and financial choice for
Arlington. We are the generation that has to address the pressing enrollment and facility needs of our
deteriorating high school. It’s now up to the voters to decide on June 11.” The state is expected to reimburse
Arlington approximately thirty percent of the cost of the $290.8M project.
For more information on the project, visit www.ahsbuilding.org

Book Drive by the National Honor Society
5/1 to 5/31, collection box in the Bishop lobby
The National Honor Society’s Community Service Committee is organizing
a book drive for the African Library Project to help a Primary Community Library in Pundo Kawiti, Kenya. We
need your help to reach our goal of collecting $500 and 1,000 books to help our partner in Kenya.
This library will be for the students at the school as well as community members. Your new or gently used books
would make it easier for them to read for pleasure. We are running our drive from May 1st to May 31st and
would love it if you could help us with your donations! Our collection boxes (for monetary donations and books)
will be located in the main lobby and at the elementary schools. If you would like more information please visit
our website here:
http://www.africanlibraryproject.org/book-drives/book-drives-in-action?alpdetail=1450
For reference, the school has requested books ⅔ of books to be pre-school - 4th grade reading level and ⅓ to
be 4th - 8th grade reading level in categories like those listed below:
● Baby board books, Children’s picture books, Children’s fiction and non-fiction
● Early readers, BIG books
● Teacher's resource books for school libraries
● Children’s dictionaries/picture dictionaries, Children’s thesauruses

●
●
●
●
●
●

Encyclopedias less than 15 years old, Accurate up-to-date atlases
Children’s encyclopedias/picture encyclopedias
Books with universal themes (friendships, animals, love)
Children's books teaching life skills about health, hygiene, adolescence and careers
Books about Africa or African-Americans
Educational children's science and literary magazines in good condition

Thank you so much in advance for your donation and we hope you can help!
From,
NHS Community Service Committee

🔼

KEEP UP TO DATE
Bishop PTO Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/BishopPTO/
Websites:
Bishop School: https://bishopschool.net
Bishop PTO: http://www.bishopschoolpto.com/
Contact PTO Executive Board members:
Co-Presidents: Sarah Eastman (Senior) and Elisa Komoni (Junior)
Co-Treasurers: Ami Fatula (Senior) and Karin Moellering (Junior)
Fundraising Coordinator: Christian Na
Room Parent Coordinator: Laura Tikonoff
Communications Coordinator: Junko Nagano
Recording Secretary: Sheelagh Stirling

🔼

