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Bishop Weekly Update: May 16, 2019
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Tomorrow 5/17 (Fri): LAST Used Goods Drop Off
5/18 (Sat): BEAR FAIR, rain date 5/19
5/27 (Mon): Memorial Day observed, Schools Closed
6/5 (Wed): Teacher and Staﬀ Tea
6/10 (Mon): Field Day, rain date 6/12
6/17 (Mon): Fi h Grade Gradua on
6/19 (Wed): Last Day of School! 11:30 dismissal (no lunch)
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

BEAR FAIR - THIS SATURDAY MAY 18th - 10:00am -3:00pm Rain date of Sunday, May 19th

____________________________
Library News
Congratulations to the top-scorers in this year's Poetry Challenge ……………….
The three classes with the most points were all in 2nd grade, with Ms Schuette's class getting the most
points of all, and the other two classes tying for second place…….Congratulations to all three!!!!
That put Ms Defossez's 4th grade class into third place.
There were only two classes that found all of the poems hidden around the building - Ms Morais’ K class
and Ms Allan’s 4th grade class. In the other grades, Ms Higgins' class, Ms Thom's class and Ms Bell's class
each got the most points.
Congratulations of all of the students who found, or learned, or shared a poem.
The winning class will get a new poetry book for their classroom!!
Please keep an eye out for Bishop library books at home as we will be requesting that all books are
returned by the end of the month. Our last checkouts will be the week of May 20-24.
We will be holding our Used Book Sale the week June 10-14th, so students can get a few more books in
hand before the summer (more to follow on the details as the date nears). If you have any books to donate,
we are happy to accept them at any time please just mark them as "donations" and leave them in the
library. In particular, we are always looking for older, elementary book donations.
As of the last few years, after we have completed our sale, we will take some of the remaining books and
donate them to one of two organizations. In the past, we have donated our extra books to help establish
small school libraries in the Philippines. This year we will also be supporting an effort by Arlington High
School students who are organizing a book drive for an African Library Project to help a Primary Community
Library in Pundo Kawiti, Kenya. For more information on the drive you can refer to the link
http://www.africanlibraryproject.org/book-drives/book-drives-in-action?alpdetail=1450.
Thank you,
Alison Vaishnaw and Justine Bloch

_____________________________

Respond and Prevent:
Addressing Hate Incidents in our School Community
A Dialogue for APS Families, Teachers, and Staff

Thursday, May 16th
6:30PM-8:30PM
Bishop School Gym, 25 Columbia Road
Please join us for a special dialogue to discuss how APS families, teachers, and staff can address, respond,
and prevent incidents of hate and bias in our schools.
When incidents of hate, such as hate symbol graffiti, occur in our community, one of the first questions
many people ask is, “What should we tell the children?” This interactive forum will provide educators, family
members, and other interested community members with guidance and recommendations for addressing
hate incidents with our students. It will also explore ways that families and community members can partner
with and support our schools to help prevent and respond to school-based incidents.
This program will be moderated by Stacy Davison, an Arlington resident with two chilldren in the Arlington
Public Schools, who for nearly two decades has served our community, as a former member of the
Arlington Human Rights Commission, Ottoson Middle School Building Respect Task Group, Arlington
Superintendent’s Diversity Advisory Committee and facilitator for a community dialogue series called Race
and Place. Stacy has facilitated anti-bias training programs for the Anti-Defamation League's A WORLD OF
DIFFERENCE® Institute since 2000. She launched and managed ADL New England’s anti-bias program for
educators and family members of preschool children. She has an MA in Intercultural Relations from Lesley
University and is a certified mediator.
Sponsored by the Arlington Human Rights Commission and the Bishop Diversity and Inclusion Group.
Please RSVP:
https://www.facebook.com/events/459644274781760/
Web based RSVP: http://bit.ly/RespondToHate

__________________________________
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS IN THE BISHOP GARDEN OVER
THE SUMMER MONTHS
The Bishop School garden is looking for summer garden volunteers! Sign up for a week (or more) and help
keep our students’ hard work thriving all summer long. Most importantly, we need help watering the garden
three times a week. No experience is necessary, but your knowledge is welcome to help with weeding and
monitoring for pests and disease.
Abigail Wolf, the Bishop School garden educator, will be offering two volunteer orientation sessions, on
Sunday, June 9 at 11 AM and on Friday June 14, right after dismissal. She’ll explain how to water
and show you around the garden: what’s growing in each bed, which crops are needed for
curriculum in the fall, and which are available for you to harvest as a thanks for your help.
Please sign up for a week in the garden over the summer by clicking on this LINK and contact Abigail at
abigail@homeharvest.biz with any questions and to RSVP for the orientation session of your choice

___________________________________

Important Kindergarten Dates to Note
Wednesday, May 22nd at 8:30 New Student Orientation - Parent Only Event
Monday, May 20th and Thursday, May 23rd Parent/Teacher Conferences for current students
Tuesday May 28th at 1:30 Child/Parent visit for incoming students
Friday, June 14th last day for current kindergarteners (full day)
Monday, June 17th and Tuesday, June 18th Screening of incoming kindergarteners
Detailed information related to incoming families will be sent out in the near future.
________________________________________________________________________________

Save the Date
Bishop’s Field Day
Monday, June 10th with a rain date of Wednesday, June 12th.
Bishop’s 5th Grade Recognition A Monday, June 17th @ 9:00am - Reception to follow

PTO NEWS
The PTO has started to look forward to the next school year and we need your input. There are 3 forms
need to be returned by tomorrow, May 17 via backpack mail. Please read the details in the sections
below. We have distributed the forms last week, but you can also print a copy and return your responses.
●
●

Link to 1 & 2, Officer nominations and By-Law change votes (one document with 2 sides)
Link to 3, the Activity Planning Survey

Another option is to make an online copy (File menu, then select Make a Copy…) fill out the form(s) and
email them (in your copy File menu, then select Email as Attachment…) to Junko Nagano.

1. Officer Elections for the Next School Year
As mentioned during the PTO meeting on May 8, the Bishop PTO is now accepting nominations for the
2019-2020 PTO Board! Please see Article 6 of the By-Laws (linked from the PTO site) for descriptions of the
various board offices. Feel free to contact any of the board members with questions.

2. Proposed PTO By-Law Changes
The PTO Board is proposing four changes to the By-Laws. To take effect, each change requires a
community-wide vote and approval. The summary of changes are

Article

Title

Change Description

II

Purpose

Added a mission paragraph at the beginning of the section to further
clarify our purpose.

III

Basic Policies

Added the phrase “non-discriminatory”

VI

Duties of
Officers

Duties of Treasurer were clarified for two officers and also
recommended to hire an outside CPA firm in order to complete duties.

VII

Meetings

Moved the approval of the annual budget from the last regular
meeting of the school year to the first regular meeting of the school
year. This is because the PTO fiscal year ends on 6/30 and the
current year expenses are not yet finalized at the time of the last
regular meeting of the school year. We will be able to create a more
realistic budget for the upcoming year if we have on hand all the
expenses for the current year.

3. Activity Planning Survey
The lead volunteers and the board want to enrich your students’ school experience and bring together the
Bishop community. In order to make the most of our resources, we want to know what has been working and
what has not. The best way to do that is to hear directly from as many of you as possible. Please do take a
few minutes to fill out this short survey.
🔼

UPCOMING PTO-SPONSORED EVENTS
Bear Fair Thank you!

Copy Sarah’s blurb and other things here.
Donation tax receipts provided. All proceeds from the Bishop School Used Goods Sale benefit the
Bishop School PTO, a non-profit organization. The Bishop School PTO funds enrichment, grants,
library books and teacher supplies for the Bishop School. Have any Used Goods questions?
Contact Amy Moyer at aewilliams@hotmail.com

Used Goods Sale Volunteers get to shop early at a discounted rate! Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4ca8af2da57-sat

Teacher’s Tean

Enrichment Program Update

Wednesday, 5/29, 5th Grade
Theatre Espresso - Uprising on King Street
The 5th grade classes from Bishop and Stratton will gather in the Bishop gym for a performance by Theatre
Espresso. Students will learn about the circumstances that led to the Boston Massacre through a recreation of
the trial of Captain Preston (the British commanding officer of the British soldiers who fired upon and killed 5
colonist protests). In roles as jurors, students will explore the events of the Boston Massacre through the eyes
of ordinary men and women who were both shaped by, and instrumental in shaping, history.

Monday, 6/3, 5th Grade
Museum of Science Animal Adaptations
In two workshops, students will expand their understanding of biological adaptations by observing both skulls
and live animals. They will view live animals from different groups, place the animals in their correct classes,
and learn about specific adaptations each animal has developed. After observing the live animals, students will
engage in hands-on activities in which they examine particular skulls to determine how the animals may have
adapted.

Thursday, 6/6, Kindergarten
Discovery Museum Force and Motion
What makes an object move? Can we control the movement? Does the strength of a push or pull have an
effect? How about the direction of the push or pull? What happens when objects move past each other or
collide? Each kindergarten class will explore concepts of force and motion while interacting with a variety of
toys, balls and vehicles in an hour-long session.
🔼

STAFF SPOTLIGHT!
Each week we spotlight a member of the Bishop staff on the bulletin board outside the main office to get to
know them better. Did you guess the last week’s staff?
STAFF OF THE WEEK:
Family: Husband (mailman in Arlington), four boys, two girls, four grandchildren
Birthday Month: December
Hobbies: baking, gardening, crafts, going on nature walks, cheering on the Patriots, Bruins, Spy Ponders, and
Tufts Football
Pets: none
Favorite Book: Blueberries for Sal
Favorite Food: Scones
Favorite Color: “Spy Ponder” Cardinal Red and Grey
Favorite Candy: Almond butter-crunch toffee
Favorite Vacation: Popponesett, Cape Cod
Favorite Music: Nat King Cole and Chicago
When I grow up . . . Before I grew up, I remember telling my best friend “I want to be a teacher and a Mom”!!
STAFF OF THE WEEK:
Family: Husband, one son, one daughter
Birthday Month: December
Hobbies: reading, baking
Pets: two dogs
Favorite Book: The Scret Garden
Favorite Food: pizza
Favorite Color: pink
Favorite Candy: any chocolate

Favorite Vacation: beach
Favorite Music: Country, Luke Bryan
When I grow up . . . I want to own a dog shelter.
From Last Newsletter:
Family: Husband, “empty nester”
Birthday Month: December
Hobbies: travel, reading, yoga
Pets: none
Favorite Book: Children’s Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Favorite Food: Mexican
Favorite Color: Green
Favorite Candy: Reese’s
Favorite Vacation: Ogunquit, Maine, and County Cork, Ireland
Favorite Music: U2
When I grow up . . . I want to be a world traveler.
Answer: Caroline Thom, Third Grade Teacher
🔼

COMMUNITY NEWS
Arlington Food Pantry Needs Your Help
Now through Wednesday, 5/29
Please help fill the bins in the front hallway at Bishop this month for this vital
community resource!
For May, we are asking Grade 1 families and everyone who would like to help to
bring non-perishable items between now and Wednesday, May 29. For a list of items the pantry is need of,
please visit: https://arlingtonfoodpantry.org/donate-food/
Thank you for your support!

Donations needed for Arlington EATS snacks
We are going through a VERY high number of EATS snacks in the cafeteria and would
welcome donations to help keep up with the volume.
Please remember to send a daily snack with your child if your family is able to do so. Please encourage your
child to eat what you send from home and check in with them to see if they may need a bigger snack. EATS
snacks are available for any child who needs a snack, including those who occasionally forget to bring one from
home, but are not intended to replace or supplement daily snacks families are sending from home.
Donations of the following items can be brought in to the bin in the Bishop Lobby any time:
❖ Rice Chex, Wheat Thins, Cheerios (these brands only please as they are approved by town nurse)
❖ Fruit cups or applesauce cups - unsweetened or naturally sweetened only please
❖ Single-serve boxes of Craisins
We also welcome the help of families or groups who would like to pack up a week's worth--or more-- of snacks.
If you have questions or would like information contact Skye at skyestewart33@gmail.com.

AHS Project Forum & Tours
5/21 - Community Forum; 5/23 & 6/1 - AHS Tours
To help residents learn more about the AHS Building Project in
advance of the June 11 town-wide debt exclusion vote to pay for a
new school, the AHS Building Committee has scheduled the
following events:
★ Community Forum May 21, 7pm, Town Hall
★ AHS Tours May 23, 7pm
★ AHS Tours June 2, 1pm
Take a peek at the proposed school in this virtual fly-through video of the project design and visit
www.ahsbuilding.org for more information.

K ~ 12 Town Wide Art Exhibit
Arlington Town Hall, 5/2 ~ 5/22
The 2019 K-12 Town Hall Art Exhibit opens on the second floor of the Arlington Town Hall on May 2. Over 200
selected student artworks reveal a rich variety of media, themes, and student learning goals, showcasing our
Visual Arts curriculum. The Exhibit can be viewed weekdays during Town Hall hours which are
Monday-Wednesday, 8:00 am–4:00 pm, Thursday, 8:00 am–7:00 pm, and Friday, 8:00 am–noon. The free
closing reception for the student artists and their teachers is set for May 22 from 4:30-6:30 pm and is open to
the public.

🔼

KEEP UP TO DATE
Bishop PTO Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/BishopPTO/
Websites:
Bishop School: https://bishopschool.net
Bishop PTO: http://www.bishopschoolpto.com/
Contact PTO Executive Board members:
Co-Presidents: Sarah Eastman (Senior) and Elisa Komoni (Junior)
Co-Treasurers: Ami Fatula (Senior) and Karin Moellering (Junior)
Fundraising Coordinator: Christian Na
Room Parent Coordinator: Laura Tikonoff
Communications Coordinator: Junko Nagano
Recording Secretary: Sheelagh Stirling

🔼
(back to PTO News)

